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Factsheet
Frequently Asked Questions
Are the Spring Event (2021) presentations available?
Yes, they can be found here http://homesofourown.co.uk/resources/ .

Do community led housing groups consult Parish Councils prior to planning applications,
also does community led housing take note and adhere to local Neighbourhood Plans?
Local councils should be engaged in community led housing proposals from their
inception as their support will be key when a planning application is submitted.
Community led housing proposals should conform to the Neighbourhood Plan, or
provide justification for not doing so.

Do community led housing hubs have good relationships with the church/diocese?
Work is underway nationally to engage with the Church over land for community led
housing.

What is the definition of Community?
The community could be defined as those living within inside a town or parish boundary,
with a small group leading a project to build homes for the wider community. It may be a
group of self-builders working together to build eco-homes on a site they mutually
own/lease. Or it could be a co-housing scheme where the founder members of the
community take the lead on planning the development and seeking out members to
move into the homes as the project evolves.

Is it normal for Parish Council to lead on this or is it better if it is a different group?
It is best practice for a community led housing project to be led by a group of community
volunteers, rather than being led by the council. It may be that the local council initiates a
project and then seeks volunteers to come forward to shape and steer the proposal, with
the council’s support.

Is there a body or agency to which community led housing group committee decisions
and such must be justified or answerable to?
The community led housing group committee, or steering group, will be answerable to
their members. Where they have incorporated as a company or charity they will also have
to submit annual financial/regulatory returns each year.
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Is there a Self-Build Register interested individuals need to put their names on?
Wiltshire and Swindon both have self-build registers. Applications can be made to the
relevant local authority via these websites: https://www.swindon.gov.uk/info/20030/planning_and_regeneration/660/self_build_and_custom_housebuilding_register
https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/housing-self-build

The local plan has identified a need for housing in my village and a recent housing needs
survey identified a need for affordable homes. What is the best approach to work with
more than one landowner to share the housing allocation to provide smaller schemes to
lessen the impact and make them more acceptable?
A site selected for community led development should be driven by it being able to
accommodate the identified need. It is more efficient to service one site for 10 homes
than two for 5, for example. The cost of the development will directly affect the
affordability of the homes for future occupiers and so is an important consideration and
will determine if a scheme is viable or not.

Is there a minimum size of plot that you would consider to be viable for housing? Or a
minimum acreage per home?
There is no simple answer to this, the elements of the development will need to be taken
into account, such as the number and size of homes, how many parking spaces are
required, the open space, roads and servicing and the cost of the building each home will
also be a factor.

Do we need to be formally registered anywhere, as a group to apply for the start-up
funding, as a lot of grant bodies require this?
The Homes of Our Own new-groups grant has to be paid to an incorporated body, we
understand that when starting up a group is not necessarily already incorporated so we
allow nomination of an incorporated body (such as town or parish council) to receive the
funds on your behalf.
What can the start-up grant fund?
Example items are: costs associated with public engagement; member recruitment;
project consultation; online meeting platform registration fees (e.g. Zoom); publicity
materials; and costs of incorporation. More information can be found here
http://homesofourown.co.uk/resources/ .
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